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Paragraph 11=12: PW No 7041, who made his observatipmes from the summer of 1
Lo the spring of 1949 from his place of worke Detained in PW Camps 720L/1
throueh 3.

Paragraph 13-16: PW, ex-AAA sergeant, who made his observations from various
places of work during the periocd from 1945 to April 19L49. Detained in PW Camps
7204/1 through 3.

The military airfield of Astrakhan! (L6921 1N/LBO031E), Astrakhan' Oblast, was
about 8 km south of the town. The field was surrounded by meadows and steppes.
The graveled approach road was akout h% meters wide.

The field was 3x2 km and was constructed during the last war. An YWD officer
said that it was to be enlarged., Truckloads of construction materials arrived
continually.

The landing field was in poor condition, Improvements of drainage facilities
and the construction of concrete runways had heen started. Fxcept for a work-
shop at the western edge of the field and a stationary DF station, called
Adcock-short by source, no instzllations were observed at the field.

The field was occupied by about LO aircraft of various types, including three
T:L"‘QS .

Soldiers were seen daily being trucked to the field from Astrakhan'., Parachuting
was practiced from four J-52s stationdd there. There was daily flying with
biplanes from morning to night.

yirls from 18 to 25 years of age, who worked in the III International Plant

and in the Fish Cannery, arrived at the field every evening for training as

pilots and aircraft radio operators. According to these girls, this training
WEE EOmPUISOry.

In the late summer of 19hB 1licht AA gunms were saan firing at air sleeves towed
by I! L 5 M . A \
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There was an airfield about 8 km south of the town perimeter of Astrakhant,
Just east of a highway, on a steppe. & large brickworks with two or three
smokestacks was south of the field, which extended for about 2 km along the
road. There were no concrete runways or ‘taxiways, Some temporary buildings
and two small corrugated sheet metal hangars were standing along the road.
& small building with a wind cone was seen between the temporary buildings
and the hangars.

About 10 biplanes were parked in the aircraft dispersal area at the southern
edge of the field,

Twice a day a twin-enpine commercial plane with single tail assembly, called
Douglas by other F#'s, landed at the field. The planes approached from the
west. #¥

An airfield without permanent runways or taxiways was about 3 km south of
Astrakhani In mid-19L8 the field, which extended from the northwest to the
southeast, had only one brick building, whiéch was still under construction.

From the flying observed only 26 to 25 biplanes seemed to be stationed at the
field. Two or three twin-engine coumier or commercial planes were also seen
there, ~ft

There was a seaplane base about 8 to 10 km south-southwest of Astrakhant,
Just south of the junction of a tributary of the Volga River. One four-story
brick building covered with white stucco, and a radio installétion with two
trellis towers about 30 meters high were seen. 4G

The unit stationed at this base,wearing AF uniforms, consisted of about 150
nen. The number 9 was seen on the gold-braided epaulets., Training with fly-
ing boats, swimming with full equipmetit,jumping fully clad from the sea-
planes moored in the water, training with pneumatic boats, diving practice
in divers! suits and the folding of parachutes were practiced, #t

There was daily flving with thmee flying boats, which were fitted with two in-
line engines arranged in tandem above the fuselage, four-bladed metal propellers,
two floats at the wing tips, a double rudder assembly, a tail gun position

and a machine gun station at the rear of the fuselage. The craft was capable

of a speed of 300 to 350 km/h. s

An airfield of 2,000 x 1,500 meters was southeast of the city. A large hangar
and a two-story administration building were available. The field was not
occupied by a military unit. There was regular flying with twin-engine air-
craft fitted with retrsctable landimg gear and nose wheel, called Ilyushin
by the Soviets, and Dourlas type planes.

25X1A

Comment. The Astrakhan! military airfield 3 km northeast of +the Junction
of the Kizan Rivér with the Volpa appears to be still in the rrocess of improve-
nment. Compare » It is believed that the rurway showing on
an aerial vhotosrarh Laken during the war was being reconditioned and enlarsed,
From the present rerort it seems that the airfield was occuriad br a pilet
school in the summer of 1918, Fremilitary pilot trainine was also given Lhere.
Bl Conment,, These dnta refer to the airfield about three km northeast of
the militatv airfield, inst southeast of Ozypnoy Puroi (LECL730MN/LR003 20mw)Y
Aceording to previous information, this field was to he clos because of
untavoratle weather concditirns, The fuel tank installations I this Field

o1 Aismantled in 195 and were transferred to tle new military £field. See
« It seems that the field was in operatior. ns a commercial
installation and was used also for initial pilot training {or DOSAV members.
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